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Aortic sclerosis 
I examined this gentleman’s cardiovascular system. He had a regular, normal pulse. His apex beat 

was not displaced and of normal character. Heart sounds were normal and he has an ejection 

systolic murmur, intensity 3/6, loudest in the 2nd intercostal space on the right, which does not 

radiate. There were no features of cardiac failure. These signs are consistent with a diagnosis of 

aortic sclerosis, with a differential diagnosis of pulmonary stenosis or an atrial septal defect. I 

would like to take a history to assess for cardiac symptoms of aortic stenosis and request a 
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 Case 2: valve replacement

Metallic valve 
I examined this gentleman’s cardiovascular system. He had a midline sternotomy scar and there 

was warfarin at the bedside. He had an irregularly, irregular pulse. There was a metallic click with 

the first heart sound and the second heart sound was normal. There were no additional sounds 

and no features of cardiac failure. These signs are consistent with atrial fibrillation and a metallic 

mitral valve replacement that is functioning well.
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Tissue valve 
I examined this gentleman’s cardiovascular system. He had a midline sternotomy scar and a 

normal pulse. Heart sounds were normal, with no additional sounds, and there were no features 

of cardiac failure. There are no scars on the legs. The differential diagnosis includes: a tissue value 

replacement, or previous coronary artery bypass graft using internal thoracic vein, or repair of 

congenital cardiac disease.
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 Case 3: post-CABG


